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Click the button below to register for 

the upcoming DAHU virtual Events! 

July 14th  – HSAs & Financial Management 

Strategy, Louis Harbor

July 20th – 22nd  – TAHU Annual Conference 

August 19th – DAHU Carolyn Goodwin Legislative 
Forum 

August 25th – Medicare Summit 

September 15th – Dr. John Goodman, Goodman 

Institute for Public Policy Research 

LOCATION - Dallas/Addison Marriott Quorum, 14901 Dallas Pkwy, Dallas, TX 
75254 

https://www.dahu.org/events
https://tahu.org/TAHU_Annual_Conference
https://www.dahu.org/event-details/carolyn-goodwin-legislative-forum
https://www.goodmaninstitute.org/
https://www.goodmaninstitute.org/


 

 

STIMULUS PACKAGE 

What is a stimulus package?  According to Economic Times, a stimulus package is “a set of tax rebates and incentives 
used by the government to stimulate the economy and save the country from financial crisis, … continuing until the 
economy recovers from collapse.” 

Whether or not stimulus packages achieve the definitional outcome is up for debate. However, what if we, DAHU 
members, take each word separately and create our own definition of a stimulus package? Bear with me…  

For this purpose, Google uses the following: 

Stimulus – a thing that rouses activity or energy in someone; a spur or incentive 
Package – a set of proposals or terms offered or agreed as a whole. 

What if we defined stimulus package like this? 
“Stimulus” + “Package” = set of proposals or terms agreed upon as a whole which rouses activity and spurs 
our association into action. 

Does DAHU need a stimulus package? If so, what set of suggestions and/or conditions will incent us into action? One 
would think the incentives include the prospect of losing our jobs, our livelihoods, our say in healthcare options, our 
ability to regulate at the state level what we think is best for Texas in its delivery of healthcare.  Yet our numbers 
continue to decline. Our level of excitement wanes. Our determination in committing to a set of proposals runs out of 
steam somewhere along the way.  

Taking time to reflect, here’s the first draft of what I propose as the DAHU Stimulus Package of 2021:  

• Attend meetings.
o We are super excited for our scheduled meetings this year. Claire Pancerz, using your input and

feedback, has crafted a great line-up. Following the in-person state convention, we are having the
Carolyn Goodwin Legislative Forum. Meet your TAHU lobbyists, hear from some of our local 
legislatures who write legislation specific to our industry, and get some motivation – and
perspective – from NAHU’s former Legislative Council Chair Scott Wham.

o September features Dr. John Goodman, the “father of HSA,” writer, presenter and thought-leader.
This should be a huge draw building on the energy from August’s Forum.

• Bring a guest!
o The topics we are covering in the next few months should be of interest to all people –

consumers. Members who bring guests to the Legislative Forum will be able to register using the
membership rate. 

o Members’ clients will have the membership rate to the August Forum.

• Donate a fraction of your resources to DAHU.
o If you have time, join a committee.

Commit at a level that is manageable and reasonable while balancing your quality of life. 
o If you have a skill or passion, let’s find a place for it.

We need media and local promotion, community outreach, legislative advocacy, 
fundraising, event planning, newsletter content 

o If you have extra money, consider sponsorship and/or contributing to the PAC.
For sponsorship opportunities, contact Louis Harbour at dahusponsorships@pm.me 

If we all agree to the proposed DAHU Stimulus Package of 2021, we are guaranteed to stimulate our association.  

Best,  
Jen 
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Guest Speaker: Dr. John Goodman 

Topic: What Neither Political Party Understands About Health Care 
(and why that can equal bad policies) 

One of the nation’s leading thinkers on health policy, The Wall Street 
Journal calls Dr. John C. Goodman “the father of Health Savings 
Accounts.” Modern Healthcare named him one of four people who have 

most influenced the changes shaping our health care system. 
Dr. Goodman is the author of nine books, including Priceless: Curing 
the Healthcare Crisis; Leaving Women Behind: Modern Families, 

Outdated Laws (with Kimberley Strassel); and Patient Power (with 
Gerald Musgrave), the condensed version of which sold more than 
300,000 copies.  

He has authored numerous editorials in The Wall 

Street Journal, USA Today, Investor’s Business 
Daily, Los Angeles Times, and many others. 
He regularly briefs members of Congress on 

economic policy and frequently testifies before 
congressional committees. He is author or co-
author of more than 50 published studies on 

such topics as health policy, tax reform and 
school choice.  

Dr. Goodman received a Ph.D. in economics from Columbia University. 
He has taught and done research at Columbia University, Stanford 
University, Dartmouth University, Southern Methodist University, and 

the University of Dallas. 

Our speaker (and attendees) will be in person at the Dallas Marriott 

Quorum, 14901 Dallas Parkway. 

September 15th 
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Special Date! Special Time! Special Program!

Join DAHU on Thursday, August 19 for the Carolyn Goodwin Legislative 
Forum, featuring:

• Lunch presentation from Mike and Shannon Meroney, TAHU’s

outstanding Austin lobbyists.
o Successes and Stratagems from the Texas Legislature’s

87th Session (CE offered)

• Afternoon legislative panel with a variety of North Texas legislators
(Sen. Julie Johnson confirmed with more to come!)

o Your chance to ask questions about health care, health
insurance, PBMs, COVID-19 and anything related to our industry

– and share your business knowledge with state Senators
making a difference to our clients.

• Final presentation from Scott Wham, Director of Compliance and
Innovation, Kistler Tiffany Benefits; Chair of NAHU’s 2020-2021

Legislative Council; and President of the Greater Philadelphia
Association of Health Underwriters.

o Population health disparities – what are they, and how do they
affect consumers, your clients and the future of employer health

benefits?

• Happy Hour sponsored by Marsh MMA

Bring your clients, prospects and guests to join us for an instructive, 
innovative and fun afternoon!
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EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THE SUPREME COURT AND THE CALIFORNIA VS. TEXAS CASE 

The US Supreme Court announced its ruling, or should we say no ruling, on the much-
watched California vs. Texas case.  If you remember this was the case that was touted last 
year as the death case for the Affordable Care Act.  This was going to be that “third time 
is a charm” case that would upend a law that is popular but has also had some unpopular 
consequences.  
Well, the Supreme Court did not slay the ACA Dragon but sent it back to its cave by ruling 
that the plaintiffs in the case had no standing to even bring the case before the court 
because there was no harm done to them.  The big reveal was a big bust and we are back 
in the same place we were before the ruling.  
One of my favorite podcasts is Ted Cruz’s  “Verdict” and he had a great and easy-to-follow 
discussion on how the challenges to ACA have developed and progressed through the court. 
Ted does a great job of explaining the complicated legal terms and ideas behind many 
things and gives a history lesson of the cases that have come before regarding ACA.   
Ted explains that this is the third challenge to the ACA that was worked through the court 
and the court has “punted” on each case giving the ACA a path to continue.  The first 
case, Florida et al. v. Department of Health and Human 
Services et. al. challenged the idea that the individual 
mandate was not constitutional under the Commerce 
Clause.  The Court determined that the penalty was not 
a “penalty” but a “tax” and Congress had the right to 
tax under the Constitution so the individual mandate is 
constitutional.  Strike 1! 
The second case challenged overreach by the Federal government in States that did not 
set up ACA exchanges.  The Court ruled against the states referring to the Federal 
Government as a state, thus they could set up exchanges just like any other state.  Strike 
2! 
With this third case, the state of Texas argued that when the Trump tax cuts eliminated 
the tax (penalty) to zero, there was no tax which the government could charge, thus with 
no tax the first case where the tax was considered constitutional is void.  And if the 
individual mandate is not legal then the whole law is not and should be repealed.  Instead 
of making a ruling, the Court states that since a zero tax does not harm the plaintiffs then 
the plaintiffs have no case to bring before the court, thus the case was set aside.  No harm 
– No foul.  Strike 3!
So what does all this mean to you, me, and our clients?  It means today it is business as
usual.  We and our clients need to understand the ACA and all the things that they need to
do to comply.
One thing that I would encourage all of our members to do is continue to educate
themselves and their clients about how and why we buy health insurance.  Educate them
that once size does not fit all and they need to choose the coverage that fits their needs
and risk tolerance.  We are still covering risk and that is why you buy insurance.
Healthcare is caring for your health, not insurance.  Insurance pays the bills but does not
keep our clients healthy so they can avoid the risk of a major illness.  We need our clients
to understand that they are responsible for their health and with that responsibility they
need to be involved in ways to stay in good health, participate in treatment choices, and
how much those treatments cost.  As a country, we have turned our choices over to
insurance companies and doctors and then complained about the outcomes and cost.  It is
time for all of us to become better healthcare consumers.

- Rita Rolf
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 LIVE FROM AUSTIN – LOBBYIST UPDATE 

Gov. Greg Abbott has set a special session of the Texas Legislature starting Thursday, July 8th, his office 
announced Tuesday. Abbott’s office did not specify what legislative priorities will be included on 
the special session agenda and said in an advisory that such items “will be announced prior to the 
convening of the special session.” Abbott has already said that he plans to ask state lawmakers to work on 
two priority bills — election security and bail reform — that died in the final hours of the regular 
legislative session after House Democrats walked out of the chamber and broke quorum.   

Restoring funding of Article X of the state budget will likely be on the agenda, because 
Gov. Abbott followed through last Friday on a threat to veto the section of the budget that funds the 
Texas Legislature, its staffers and related-legislative agencies. In a statement, Abbott said that “funding 
should not be provided for those who quit their job early, leaving their state with unfinished business and 
exposing taxpayers to higher costs for an additional legislative session.” Abbott has also said that banning 
critical race theory will be added to a special session agenda. In signing HB 3979 on the topic, Abbott said 
it "is a strong move to abolish critical race theory in Texas, but more must be done. The issue will be 
added to a special session agenda." 

In other news, Eva Guzman, the Republican former justice on the Texas Supreme Court, officially began 
her campaign against embattled Attorney General Ken Paxton on Monday, pledging to bring "honor and 
integrity" to the office as well as an extensive legal background that could set her apart from another 
primary candidate, George P. Bush. Guzman's formal entrance into the race comes 10 days after she left 
the court — and a week after news broke that she filed paperwork to run for the office. Bush, the land 
commissioner, announced his Paxton challenge early this month. 

Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller announced Monday he would seek reelection, putting to rest 
speculation that he could challenge Gov. Abbott for the top elected position in the state. Miller is in his 
second term as agriculture commissioner but was seen as a potential challenger to Abbott because of 
his vocal criticism of the governor’s handling of COVID-19. 

Former president Donald Trump announced that he “accepted the invitation” to tour Texas’ southern 
border with Gov. Abbott on June 30th. “The Biden Administration inherited from me the strongest, safest, 
and most secure border in U.S history and in mere weeks they turned it into the single worst border crisis 
in U.S history. It’s an unmitigated disaster zone,” Trump said in a statement. Building a wall along the 
Texas-Mexico border was a key promise throughout Trump’s presidency, but he never fully delivered. His 
promise that Mexico would pay for the wall was unfulfilled, and the 450 miles of barrier he did build 
were mostly in Arizona and far less was completed in the Rio Grande Valley where border crossings are 
more prevalent. 

Gov. Abbott has announced some new details of his plan for Texas to build its own border wall, starting 
with the hiring process for a program manager and providing $250 million in state funds as a "down 
payment.” Texas will also take private donations for construction of the border wall 

at borderwall.texas.gov. Abbott said the website will be monitored by his office and the Texas 

Department of Emergency Management and all the money donated would be publicly tracked and 

accounted for. 

Shannon & Mike Meroney 
512-499-8880 (office)  
512-731-6615 (Shannon’s mobile) 
Shannon@MeroneyPublicAffairs.com 
512-589-2531 (Mike’s mobile) 
Mike@MeroneyPublicAffairs.com   
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2021 TAHU PRIORITY LEGISLATION – FINAL RESULTS 

Here's the final list of where our top priority bills landed - all bills effective September 1, 2021 
unless otherwise noted: 

Bill Number Topic Final Disposition 

HB 573 Health Sharing Ministry Registration Passed House Committee; DIED on 
House Floor calendar; TAHU 
supported 

HB 980 Telemedicine - Mental health provider expansion & office 

visit payment parity 

Passed House Committee; DIED on 
House Floor calendar; TAHU opposed 

HB 1033 Prescription Drug Cost Pricing Disclosure PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

supported 

HB 1460 Air Ambulance Subscription Plan Regulation Passed House Committee – DIED – 

but failed to advance; TAHU 

supported 

HB 1763 PBM/Health Plan limitations on contracts, marketing, 

mail order, claims denials 

PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

neutral 

HB 1907 Creates statewide All Payor Claims Database Passed House, Died in Senate 

Committee, but added to HB 2090; 

PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

supported 

HB 2029 Expanding scope of APRNs DIED in House Committee; TAHU 

supported 

HB 2090 Health care cost transparency by TPAs and Health Plans PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

supported 

HB 2118 Prohibiting deceptive marketing by health plans and 

agents  

DIED in House Committee; TAHU 

opposed 

SB 874 Reauthorization of High Risk Pool PASSED & effective immediately; 

TAHU supported 

HB 2761 New Disclosure Forms for all limited health benefit plans Passed House Committee, DIED – 

failed to advance; TAHU opposed 

HB 3923 MEWA expansion Passed House, passed Senate 

Committee, DIED on Senate Floor 

Calendar; TAHU opposed original 

version, but supported later after 

amendments 

SB 999 Surprise Billing expansion to ground ambulance services Passed Senate, passed House 
Committee, DIED; but see SB 790; 
TAHU supported 
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SB 1063 Adds Personal Financial Literacy Course as graduation 

credit option for high school students  

PASSED & effective immediately; 

TAHU supported 

SB 1137 Hospital price transparency PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

supported 

SB 2038 Requiring disclosure of Freestanding ERs facility charges 

w/covid testing/vaccines; prohibiting price gouging in 

pandemic  

PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

supported 

SB 790 Allows county ambulance services to accept partial 

insurance payment as full without balance bill required; 

creates study on ambulance surprise billing generally;  

PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

supported 

HB 3459 Creating 1 year preauthorization waiver  for physicians 

where insurer approved 90% of requests in a year; look 

back avail for fraud and waste 

PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

opposed 

HB 3924 Texas Farm Bureau “not insurance” Health Benefits Plan 

creation. Allows TFB to sell limited health benefit plan to 

its members. NOT insurance products so exempt from 

regulation. Avail in other states currently and some pay 

referral fees to outside agents for marketing. Internal 

TFB leadership will define terms now that approval has 

been obtained. 

PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

neutral 

HB 3752 Texas Mutual Health Coverage Plans - Authorizes the 

Texas Mutual Insurance Company to offer health 

insurance and/or “alternative health benefits'' through a 

subsidiary’s certificate of authority. Limited to individuals, 

businesses under 250 FTEs, policyholders or TMI 

employees. TDI may draft rules to regulate these 

policies. 

PASSED and effective 9/1/21; TAHU 

supported 
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Thank you, Foster Benefit Resources for sponsoring our 
newsletter! 
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