
 

ñ2008 - 2009 What a Great Year!ò 

As your 2008-2009 DAHU President,  what a great adventure.  We set high 

goals for many 1st term board members focused on membership growth, edu-

cation opportunities, key industry speakers all wrapped around our legislative 

grassroots activities. 

Recruiting one of the largest boards in DAHU history, thanks to them, we hit our milestones 

based on our vision to ñReach Out & Touch Our Membersò.  DAHU Board made it all possi-

ble with the dedication as industry volunteers engaged to further our cause as insurance pro-

fessionals. 

With the guidance and wisdom of our trustees: Carolyn Goodwin, Donna McCright, Mary 

Lou Hudman and RoseMary Deininger and support from the DAHU Executive Team: Jac-

queline St Hilaire, Mike Ryan, Stuart Dunkle, Taryn Starling and Michele Ballert  our team 

carried out the objectives of my tenure focused on chapter development and growth of a 

three business plan welcoming Mike Ryan as the incoming 2009-2010 DAHU President. 

The coolest part of being the President is the engagement of members, vendors and legisla-

tors all leading back to our professionalism as industry leaders and the value we afford our 

clients.  Being part of this is a great experience that I encourage each member to consider, 

yes, itôs challenging and a volunteer position with great colleagues to share the roles with and 

great compensation! 

A great example of stepping up is Diane Vickers, we met a year ago at the first  Tower Club 

event.  I askedi f she would be interested to learn about DAHU board opportunities.  She 

took the DAHU board challenge as our DAHU Awards chair, attended Cap Conference ï our 

Federal Lobbying event held in Washington, DC & got the legislative bug. Requesting vol-

unteers to host grassroots initiatives throughout the DFW Metroplex, Diane accepted and 

what a great outcome for all with over 100 attendeeôs. Watch out, Diane accepted the  2009-

2010 DAHU Legislative role.  Think what you can do. 

To our DAHU board, you have made this an excellent year for our members / vendors and 

especially for ME! YOU MAKE ME PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE TEAM.  THANK 

YOU ALL! God bless us and our country! 

To our success in health and finance, 
 

Tamela Southan, CBC 

DAHU President 
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Editorial Policy of DAHU Newsñ

The statements and opinions 

appearing in the articles of this 

publication are those of the 

authors and are not necessarily 

those of DAHU.  The editorial staff 

aims to present material that is 

useful and thought provoking, 

but the staff has no authority to 

speak for the officers or the Board 

of Trustees of DAHU.  Readers are 

invited to comment on opinions 

of the contributing authors.  The 

DAHU News reserves the right to 

edit all submitted material.  Arti-

cles and pictures will be used as 

space permits.  You are requested 

to forward your comments and 

articles to DAHU President, Tam-

ela Southan, CBC 

PO BOX 801345, DALLAS, TX 75380 www.DAHU.org 
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òCHIPSñChildrenõs Medicaid Primeró - June 17, 2009  TAHU - 1 Hrs CE  

Prestonwood Country Club, Plano, TX - $20 Member / $45 Non Member/Guest   

Please RSVP no later than June 16th at Noon.  

CHIP/ Childrenõs Medicaid Primer, Carolyn Goodwin of Goodwin Benefits 

What you need to Know: 

* What are these Programs?  * Who qualifies?   * How to they qualify? 

* The application process?  * The qualification process? * Health plan available? 

* What agent can do! 

 

 

11:15 - 11:30 Registration 

11:30 - 12:00 Networking & Announcements 

12:00 - 1:00 "Childrenôs Medicaid Primer" Course # TDI#30731  1hr CE 

Health & Human Service Representative will be on hand. 

 

 

WELCOME NEW DAHU MEMBERS!!  
    

 * Gregory Hammons * Harry Moore  * Denise Newport-Goldstein 

 * Mark Manson   * Louise Roberson * Drew Richards   

 * Kenny Rassi  * David Cheek  * Eva Maria Boucher, CEEP 

 * Kathy Tolle    * Shauna Zenn 

 

Want to Join or Recruit a New Member, Online Application Available at  
 

http://www.dahu.org/DAHU_Membership_Application_ -_7-081.doc  
 

The DAHU Board members are at your service and would like to share the value of being involved.  

Please contact any of us at anytime!!   http://www.dahu.org/DAHU_New_Board_08.XLS 

Have you ever wondered how you can get a copy of the pictures taken at our monthly Lunch-
eon / Events??? 

Well, you are in luck! They are now available at www.dianevickersphotography.smugmug.com 

4 x 6 Pictures can be purchased online for $1 per picture. DAHU will donate all the proceeds collected to Jonathan's Place, a non-

profit organization that provides temporary shelter for abused, abandoned and neglected children and also offers Foster & Adoptive 

Family Programs. 

http://www.dahu.org/DAHU_Membership_Application_-_7-081.doc
http://www.dahu.org/DAHU_New_Board_08.XLS


 

J U N E  2 0 0 9 PA G E 3  

2009 Calendar of Events 

¶ June 16 - Town Hall 

Meeting at the Arlington 

Chamber of Commerce  

¶ June 28 - July 1, 

2009 - NAHU Annual 

Convention,                                                                   

New York, NY       

¶ July 15, 2009         

Induction 2009-2010 

DAHU Board & Lunch-

eon speaker, David 

Cheek. 

¶ August, 19, 2009ð

Legislative Updateð

industry leaders. 

¶ September, 16th, 

2009ðTBD 

¶ OctðSave the Date 

DAHU Charity Golf 

Event 

Sun Mon  Tue  We Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

July  2009 

Sun Mon  Tue  We Thu  Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

August  2009 

Become one of our monthly Luncheon Sponsors and 

you will receive a display area for your marketing mate-

rials and 30 minute workshop following the speaker 

along with a recognition on the monthly newsletter. 

Luncheon Sponsor Cost: $250 
 

* Latricia Strutton at 214-938-1262 

lstrutton@altbenefits.com 

* Toni Washington at 214-236-3463 

twashington@q-temps.com 

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

June 2009 

Ad Space Available for monthly publication / website communication 

contact DAHU Newsletter Chair, Jackie Kim for additional information at:  

DAHUnewsletters@gmail.com 

mailto:DAHUnewsletters@gmail.com
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Update on Texas Legislative bill in the 81st Legislative Session 

By the time you see this, the 81st Legislative session will he history. Have you done your part to help your clients. Your industry? 

Your colleagues? Yourself? TAHUôs two biggest bills are looking good for passage: 

SB 79 Agent Small Group Specialty Certification - sponsored by Sen. Jane Nelson of Flower Mound.  Itôs a special certification that 

you know the rules on how small group UW, renewalôs, etc work. Its in Excellent shape, passed by Senate, House passed Tuesday, 

May 19th, looking good. 

SB #80, also sponsored by Nelson,  would change the verbiage in the Code to allow carriers to give discounts for 100% Employer 

Contribution and participation.  This is just an option and is not mandating ERôs to pay 100%, just so we can quote it and show the 

discount for better participation.  It also passed in the Senate on Thursday, April 9th and has been referred to the House Pensions and 

Insurance Committee on  May 12th H Comte report printed & Distributed, sent to House Calendars. Have to hope it makes it to the 

floor for a vote. 

HB 2750 and sister SB 1257, which have provision for a IRP for Rescissions, Renewal Rating IROôs, Medical Loss Ratio require-

ments and Physician rankings, had a great hearing in the House Insurance Committee. TAHU members Julie Harping from Amarillo 

and Steve Sypert from Lubbock did a great job of testifying late into the night. You can view the video of their testimony on the 

Texas Legislative website - itôs pretty interesting to the process. TAHU had 8 agents attend as a show of force while the TMA had 

only 1 doctor, who agreed many of the things insurance companies provides are worthy and should be continued. It appears HB 2750 

will die in committee, but the SB looks more likely to make some progress and weôll need you help defeating this bad bill. Some or 

all parts of the bill could be added by amendment to any bill that is likely to pass - so we are watching it diligently. Keep an eye out 

for a Postcard from the Leg as we may really need to you make an immediate phone calls to your Senator and Rep. I have made a 

several to Senator Shapiro and Representative Ken Paxton.ðThis bill failed on 6/1/2009 thanks to all the local legislative calls. 

Mandated Coverages: Weôve had a good 81st session so far concerning Mandatesðlooks like the only one that will make it is 

covering Orthotics. 3 dozen other mandates wonôt. 

The bill for a State Employee HDHP H S A options isnôt looking good. 

HB 2556 - Balance billing, looks like it might make it and is a good start in a mediation between out of network providers who pro-

vide services in a network facility. There will probably be new languages in health insurance policies outlining the Out-of-Network 

provider allowance in a network facility, then the provider and insured can mediate the difference. 

Healthy Texas is out of Committee - 1/3 ER, 1/3 state, 1/3 employee contribution plans. The bill is changing as we speak so stay 

tuned. 

HB 739 - CE requirements for Medicare Advantage plan will probably ne approved by the Senate State Affairs Committee on May 

12th 

SB 1771 State Continuation amendment sunset provision 2013, increase Texas State Continuation from 6 to 9 months. Aligns pay-

ments with COBRA deadlines. Grace period, Risk pool eligibility. SB looks better than house bill. 

House Resolution #798 (states that Congressô opinion is that insurance law should be State run, not Federal) will pass memorializing 

Congress, Office of Federal CharterðNAIC - states opinion to keep state regulation. 

SB #972ðSelf employed allowed to join 2-50 coalitions. We all need to call our representatives to vote against this bill, which will 

increase premiums for all groups. 

SN 879 Risk Poolðclean up bill, take word ñRISKò out of the name as member feel slighted. There will be Premium discounts for 

lower income pool 

TDI Sunset Review: House Insurance should approve it any day 

TAHU is making a P R effort to get the word out about what we do. 

June 21st, 3 weeks after the end of the session is the expiration of the moratorium on the Legislative Fundraiser - isn't that like the 

opening day of PAC season? 

 

 

C o n t r i b u t e d  b y  P a t r i c k  S k i n n e r ,  D A H U  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a i r 
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CHIP Enrollment Volunteers - August 2009  

** Volunteers needed in the 3rd Qtr to help with CHIP enrollment meetings 

throughout the MetroPlex.  Please contact Tamela Southan @ tam-

ela@benefitsolutionsbydesign.com  or Carolyn Goodwin @ cgood-

win@goodwinbenefits.com.  We need to support our industry - let's get the kids 

enrolled.  Per DISD, the majority of uninsured are in the High Schools! Go fig-

Dallas Heart Walk ~ Sept. 2009!    Get your sneakers ready!  

DAHU 2009 -  2010 Officers are:  

President -  Mike Ryan  

President Elect -  David Cheek  

Treasurer -  Stu Dunkle  

Secretary -  Taryn Starling  

Past President -  Tamela Southan  
 

This is a very dedicated group of individuals that volunteer their time to help make your indus-

try association a great resource for Continuing Education credits, great speakers and legislative 

updates. They need your help! Are you interested in Legislation, media, technology or public 

service projects? Even if you only have a few minutes a month to dedicate we can find some-

thing that would make the most of your talents. Contact any member of the board to volunteer!  

Remember to be engaged and involved for your                                                              

continued professional & personal success . 

 

GET INVOLED!  

You will reap far more than you give and the world will be a better place!  

Contact Jacqueline St. Hilaire, Past President/Nomination Chair 

Jsthilaire@ameritas.com  / (972) 726 - 7700 ext 204  

A Public Service Announcementé 
Congratulation to the new 2009 - 2010 Board Members: 
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If you eligible college students who have chosen to excel in the art of communication get this 

out to their school counselor.  Last yearôs recipient was a young man from Katy TX, pursuing 

a career in dance at Tulane University.  Communication has many sides, and not all are writ-

ten or spoken.  

Applicants need not be children or grandchildren of our members.  If you know a deserving 

student, please pass this along.  Form located at http://www.tahu.org/associations/1290/files/

KenMartinScholarshipApp2008.pdf . 

DAHU's Rockwall Town Hall meeting was a huge success -  Congrats to Diane Vickers 

for pulling off a mini Legislative Conference.  With more than a 130 attendee's from 

both sides of the isle, opening with Beth Ashmore's video experience with the UK 

Healthcare System, Boy Scout Color Guard backed with the High School band playing 

The Star Spangled Banner. Open comments from Congressman Ralph Hall, (TX R) 

Rockwall, followed with Reid Rasmussen, Scott Schoenvogel, Ron Dobervich and Mike 

Smith.  

 

 

Special Announcementé 
Town Hall Meetings 

Arlington Chamber of Commerce  

June 16th from 11:30am to 1:00pm  

Time for the Ken Marin Scholarshipé 
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"American Health Care  
versus Socialized Health Care ò 

 

ALERT!    Pub l i c  Serv ice  Meet ing  for  Employers  
 Brought to you by the Arlington Chamber of Commerce  

 òBring your Lunchó  FREE  public service information meeting. 

 

A hands-on community forum for understanding what healthcare reform means as our 
elected officials consider moving towards socialized programs and how the Stimulus 
Package fits into this.  

 

Tuesday, June 16, 2009 
Arlington Chamber of  Commerce, 505 E. Border Street, Arlington, TX  
11:30 A.M. ð 1:30 P.M. 

The Dallas and Fort Worth Associations of Health Underwriters invite you to hear how in-
formed employers and their employees can make a difference now and in the future of our na-
tionõs healthcare delivery system.  Employer, employee, young, old, insured, uninsuredé.we all 
have a personal and monetary stake in the healthcare reform debate.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

The presentation will address the changes that most effect employers under the new ARRA regulations; a comparison 
of government run and non-government run health care with the program including: 

 

ARRA (COBRA and TX Continuation) ï Sharon Alt, President, Alt Benefits  

American & Socialized Healthcare ï Reid Rasmussen, Relationship Mgr BenefitMall  

Healthcare Consumerism ï Dr. Eric Bricker, Chief Medical Officer,  COMPASS  

Reducing Premium Costs ï Eric Johnson, Regional Sales Mgr, First Horizon Msaver  

Medicare Today & Tomorrow ï Mike Smith, CEO, The Brokerage  

CHIPðChildrenôs MedicaidðCarolyn Goodwin, Dallas AHU  

 

WES JUREY, President, Arlington Chamber of Commerce 

Tamela Southan, DAHU President 

Kelly Dills, FWAHU President  

www.arlington tx.com/ www.dahu.org / www.fwahu.org  

Several Arlington Chamber members are also members of the National Association of 
Health Underwriters www.nahu.org 
 

 
 

Please RSVP to : 

Jane Jackson,  817 -543-4302 or jjackson@arlingtontx.com   

 

 

http://www.arlington
http://www.dahu.org/
http://www.nahu.org
mailto:cwhitaker@arlingtontx.com
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May 2009 Valued Sponsors & Speaker  
THANK YOU! 

We Appreciate your Support ! !  
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2009 Annual Sponsors: 

2009 Annual Education Sponsors: 

2009 Annual Sponsorship Opportunities Available! 

Please contact Latricia Strutton or Toni Washington for more details!!! 

 

Luncheon Sponsor: The Guardian May 2009  
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Jim Coyle 

Larry French TAHU Media 

Award  

Lisa Lilley TAHU Membership Award  


